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Reproductive Justice between Social Exclusion and

Inclusion: A Field Study of a Developed Slum Area

Dr. Abd EI-Majeed Ahmed Hendy
Abstract:

The study aims at explaining the situation of
reproductive justice between social exclusion and social
inclusion. The study is based on several questions: What is the
contribution of developing the community of this study in
eliminating social exclusion and achieving inclusion? What are
the features of reproductive justice for women during the
period of exclusion? To what extent has social inclusion with
its physical aspects been sufficient to change and support the
situation of reproductive justice? The study adopts the theories
of relative deprivation, Feminism, and Amartya Sen’s
Development as Freedom. The researcher has designed a guide
for the in-depth interview and a scientific observation card as
tools for data collection. General results have shown that
reproductive justice is not achieved during the period of
exclusion, as all pregnancies and childbirths at that time did not
take place in a safe or healthy environment, as well as women
did not receive any postpartum services during that period.
Likewise, women suffered from the lack of autonomy and the
inability to make decisions related to pregnancy and
childbearing, and family planning as a result of the dominance
and interference of husbands. Finally, the data revealed that
achieving social inclusion in its physical aspects was not
sufficient to achieve absolute reproductive justice, although
some aspects of it improved, because the absence of developing
and establishing the behavioural and knowledge aspects of
husbands towards reproductive justice prevented the
empowerment of women to activate reproductive rights in
support of justice.

Key words:

Social Exclusion - Social Inclusion - Reproductive Justice -
Reproductive Rights
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