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The Socialization Process and the Culture of
Deceased Organ Donation: A Field Study on a
Sample of Students in the Faculty of Arts at
Zagazig University

Dr. Zahraa Kamal Ahmed Mohamed
Abstract:

The study aimed to investigate the relationship between the
socialization process and the culture of organ donation after death
among university students. It also sought to identify the role of
socialization institutions—such as family, religious institutions,
educational institutions, and media—in shaping the values and
beliefs of these young individuals. Utilizing Pierre Bourdieu's
cultural capital theory, this descriptive analytical study surveyed 378
students from the Faculty of Arts at Zagazig University, with data
analyzed using SPSS (version 21).

The findings revealed that 50.79% of respondents were willing
to sign a donation document, with key motivations including the
desire to save lives and foster social cohesion. Furthermore, 61.38%
indicated that there is insufficient religious discourse addressing the
permissibility of organ donation, reflecting a lack of awareness about
the relevant fatwas. Additionally, 73.02% agreed that enforcing the
donation law against the wishes of the deceased's family, even with
a signed document, could result in legal complications, suggesting
potential familial resistance to the law.

The respondents also overwhelmingly supported (88.89%) the
necessity of equipping hospitals with the latest technologies for
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organ transplantation to ensure adherence to legal standards.
Moreover, 91.53% believed that the remains of their loved ones
should be treated with respect and buried, while 99.74% recognized
that organ donation carries unique cultural implications in Arab
societies, particularly in Egypt.

Additionally, 68.52% felt there is a lack of media
communication aimed at raising youth awareness about the laws and
fatwas concerning organ donation, and 72.22% emphasized the need
to instill humanitarian values in educational curricula, including
discussions on the advantages of posthumous organ donation.
Finally, 88.10% affirmed the importance of establishing a regulatory
body to ensure that organs are allocated appropriately and to prevent
exploitation.

These results confirm a link between the socialization processes
of university students and their attitudes toward organ donation after
death. The study concluded with recommendations for enhancing
organ donation culture by increasing societal awareness, providing
accurate information about donation processes, and promoting
collaboration among socialization institutions.
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Socialization, organ donation after death, culture of organ
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